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Cruising the meet market 


by Babs Wildenstein , 

Another Valentine’s Day alone? Chin(s 
up darlings—there is hope? My) editor _ 
assigned me the task of telling all 
folk out there where you can i} 
to share your life with. God 
was given this assignment ‘gat 
where to meet guys, I wouldn't be spen in 
another Valentine’s Day alone!” T have, mini 


you, 
it has been a while. 
here are the best places) in which 10 mee 
someone so that perhaps next year, youll b 


doing that romantic ¢andlelit dinner igi tw 


thing. Good luck! 
WEDDINGS 

I know this applies more to our straight 
friends—but I have this friend (okay it's me) 
who always manages/to meet someone at a 
wedding. 
God sakes. As we get older, how many of 
our friends, are getting married? Most 
straight people I know are getting divorced 
so perhaps there should be Divorce Parties. 
They would be a terrific place to meet that 
special someone—as we all know, the best 
way to get over a broken heart is to jump 
right back in the saddle. 


THE GYM 

I can see you all rolling your eyes at the 
prospect of meeting someone at the gym. I 
have this friend (okay, it?s)me) who met a 
really nice guy at the gym/and ended up in a 
long-term relationship with him, Long term, 
as we all know in gayspeak, means anything 
over two weeks, Not into working out?, Why 
not consider signing up for a one month/trial 
membership at either the Y or Lindsay Park’? 
At worst, you'll get’a sore neck from looking 
at all the great sights and at best, you may end 
up in a long term relationship. 


THE INTERNET 

If you’ve seen the movie You've Got 
Mail, skip to the next paragraph. If not, read 
on. The Internet is chock full of all sorts of 
chat rooms, meeting places, card games and 
the like. One such place is Contactmag 
(www.contactmag.com), a site specially 
designed to handle amorous connections for 
those who are both computer-literate and 
“funny that way.’ I have this friend (me 
again) who surfs the Net all the time and gets 
e-mails from all over the) world. It’s fun to 
chat with someone)in Khazakhstan but the 
chances of you actually ever meeting are slim 
to nil. Unless you want to spend Valentine’s 
in front of your computer ‘chatting’ away 
with someone when. you, don’t even know 
what they look like, don’t expect the Internet 
to bring you everlasting love. 


THE GROCERY STORE 
The Safeway in the gay ghetto is your 
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Oneyyear, it was the groom, for 


best bet and the fruit and vegetable sections 
are usually just a hummin’, If you’re the shy 
type, consider ramming your cart into the 


five this pene (you 
into a Caapeel soup 


had my fair share of relationships—but a di 
In no, particular order, 


sipping a cocktail! waiting for your flight that 
everyone seems to be cruising?) It’s a well- 
known fact that marriages/haye happened as 
a result of chance meetings in airport 


lounges. If you don't ‘do the lounge thing, 


scope Outthe staffyat the check-in counter atl | 


look for the lady with the big bad hair op the 
guy who is too well-groomed to be straight. 
Charm the pants off either one and ask to be 
seated in the middle of a row. You've got a 
one-in-three chance of sitting between two 
guys and if that fails, hell—we all know 
flight attendants are light in the loafers so you 
can always shamelessly flirt with them. 


THE LINE 

I’m referring, of course, to the live talk 
systems currently available. With advances 
in technology,, phone systems such as 
Cruiseline (777-9494 Calgary; 413-7122 
Edmonton) or The Confidential Connection 
(216-7777) are probably the most efficient 
and effective method for hooking up in a 
hurry. If anyone out there has actually met 
someone on the line who was marriage 
material, J want to hear about it. I have this 
friend (it’s getting tiresome now, isn’t it?) 
who has met several people on the line and 
swears it to be a ton of fun and a great 
reliever of stress. But marriage—puh-lease! 
Half the guys on, the line are already married 
anyhow. Still) as the romantic equivalent of 
fast food, these things can really hit the spot. 


PERSONAL ADS 

The trick here (pardon the pun) is to be 
brutally honest in your ad. If you/re average 
height, weight, looks and so on, say so, for 
God sakes! Don’t'make yourself out to: be 
some Adonis when you're not, ‘cause when 
you finally meet the guy who has responded 
to your ad, he’s going to be pissed off at you 
from the start. If this is the case, you're 
obviously incapable of telling the truth so 
why would anyone want to get involved with 
you? If you're short, fat, and double-coyote 
ugly, perhaps you should consider the 
Internet option. Still, there is a measure of 
quality in a person who will take time to 
write a reply, post it, wait for a response and 
carry on from there. After all, if you’re a 
good enough writer, you can convince 


anyone that beauty is only skin deep. 


DATING SERVICES 
Believe it or jot, they do work. 
Reputable companies Willspend a, great/deal 


of time matching yo with 
similar tastes and inter about 
dating services is that, have to 


waste time on you 
he loves Marilyn Manson’ when yi ut prefer 
Leontyne Price. Of ! he has four GALS , 
while your idea of | pet’ ‘ts’apieture of 
a goldfish. So ices will even give you 
a money-back guarantee that you'll actually 
have a date. On the other hand, if anyone out 
there knows of a service that gives a money- 
back guarantee that you'll meet Mr. Right, I 
have this friend who wants to know about it. 


CLUBS », 
This seems to be the 
successful way for people 


t, popular and 
leet other 


people. However, if you're of a certain age / 
and you've been doing the club thing for 


can take them like that, 
you're new at the club thing. Ebest fime to 
meet someone is during the “desperate hour” 
which is between 2 am and 3 am, Thave this 
friend... Nah. 


GLENMORE PARK 

Once the stomping grounds of many a 
lonely lad, the park has quietened down 
somewhat in the last few years, All that nasty 
press about homos doin’ it in the bushes 
prompted a certain homophobic alderman 
into chopping down acres of shrubbery. On 
a sunny Sunday afternoon however, theresaze 


lets of cars driving around and around and 


around and I don’t think they re looking for a 
parking spot. It is important to note, 
however, that if you do happen to meet Mr. 
Right at this particular location, monogamy 
may not be his strong suit. 


COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
Just check Outlooks’ permanent 
resource page on the Internet (or the 
Xtension phone line coming soon) for the 
listings of community organizations’ meeting 
places and times. There are groups and clubs 


to suit every interest and need, and it’s a great 
“ way to meet people in a non-intimidating and 


friendly environment. And besides, it’s a 
good thing to get involved in the community. 


THE ZOO PARKING LOT 
I guarantee you'll meet someone here 
and, chances are, he'll be dressed like a cop. 


So, single folk, I hope this gives you 
some suggestions as to where to meet Mr. 
Right. Valentine’s doesn’t have to be a 
lonely, sad time just because you're single. 
Have faith—if it’s meant to be, it will 
happen.,// And when it does happen, 


remember the most important lesson in life— 


if you love someone, take care of them. The 
loye will come back to you. Happy 
Valentine’s! 


Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope © 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 
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A learning experience 


by Derek Antonio 

It all started about twenty-six 
months ago as a pilot program instigated 
by a well-respected community agency 
here in Calgary. It defined cutting-edge 
education and this city hadn’t seen 
anything like it. It would go on to 
challenge thousands of Calgary’s youth 
about their own personal homophobia 
and heterosexism. It would teach 
acceptance (if not, at least tolerance) to 
even the most ignorant and least 
understanding. Questioning society’s 
values, morals, and even politics, this 
program delves far deeper into human 
sexuality than anything witnessed in a 
high school classroom before. During 
this time, surprisingly enough, it has 
managed to maintain a relatively low 
profile. However, in recent weeks, it has 
been rather a hot topic in local print 
media, and has given rise to quite a 
number of eyebrows. So what’s all the 
fuss? Well, let me explain... 


Aside from the fact that this 
education program talks openly, 


honestly, and (heaven forbid) positively 
about homosexuality, its content isn’t the 
least bit offensive or disrespectful, even 
to the least open-minded. Founded by 
members of Calgary Birth Control 
Association, the “anti-homophobia” 
project is just one of the many education 
programs offered by the agency. While 
some of their other work deals with STD 
prevention, sexual harassment, and even 
abstinence, some might question as to 
why a “birth control” agency would 
want to tackle such a provocative issue 
as homophobia? However, birth control 
has been a rather sensitive issue 
throughout this century, one that still 
tests people’s willingness to talk about 
sex and sexuality. Priding themselves as 
a pro-choice agency, they are once again 
in the spotlight over this decade's 
biggest sexual taboo. “We believe 
sexuality is a natural, healthy part of life. 
We work for the right of all people to get 
information that helps them make 
decisions about their sexuality.” states 
the organization’s philosophy, the basis 
of all of their services in both education 
and counselling. 

“We seek to give clear information, 
without passing judgment, that every 
person should be treated fairly and that 
all kinds of oppression are wrong,” says 
Audrey Gardner, CBCA’s Executive 
Director. She seems rather frustrated by 
all the controversy currently surrounding 
the program, especially considering it 
has been so well-received by 
participants since its implementation 
nearly two years ago. “The feedback we 
have been getting,” says Gardner, “is 
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that it is useful, it’s realistic, and it 
respects the diversity of people.” 

“Health Canada has a framework for 
sexual and reproductive health, and it 
states that comprehensive sexuality 
education works. We unquestionably 
work from that base in all of our 
education programs, be it  anti- 
homophobia, STD prevention or birth 
control,” she says. 

Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it? It 


there to criticize. This time around, 
Crites has indicated that he believes 
homosexuals have no right to be 
speaking in schools, and that their 
lifestyle is a health risk to the students. 

I wanted to talk to both Anderson 
and Crites about this whole controversy 
and the opinions they have openly 
expressed in other publications but 
neither of them would return any of my 
calls. However, I did discover that 
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AUDREY enabnell 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE CBCA 


does, unless you dare to ask such 
individuals as Calgary Public School 
Board Trustee Peggy Anderson, who 
believes that this program is over the 
top, and completely disrespectful to 
heterosexual youth. Although she 
herself has yet to experience the 
program, she has pushed for a board 
review of its intentions. I’m unaware of 
any trustee in the board’s history that has 
instigated a review of a community 
agency program, something that doesn’t 
even belong to the CBE. Perhaps it 
would be a wise idea for the board to at 
least see the program in action, before 
they decide to investigate. Think of the 
financial means this would take—in all 
honesty, the money and time could be far 
better spent. Especially at a time when 
budgets are being slashed and teachers 
are without contracts. We have to ask: 
“is this a priority?” 

Once again the board is ignoring the 
opinions and values of their students, 
preferring to listen to those of Bible- 
thumping “parent’s rights” groups lead 
by such bigots as Tom Crites. He’s the 
guy who’s always being over-quoted and 
over-glorified in the papers and on 
television. It’s pretty much a given now, 
that anytime the words “gay” and 
“school” are used together, he will be 


Anderson is very active with a pro-life 
organization called The Pregnancy Care 
Centre, where she is a counsellor. Both 
she and Crites have worked closely 
together in the past regarding issues 
about homosexuality in the public school 
system. 

CBCA has been teaching human 
sexuality education to a wide variety of 
youth for many years now, from “sex ed” 


in grades four and five, to these 
programs in Career and _ Life 


Management (CALM) in grade eleven. 
CBCA is a vital educational resource to 
the CBE and homophobia was just 
another issue it felt needed a base of 
accurate, non-judgmental 
CBE was in need of such education and 
green lighted the 
requesting that it only be delivered to 
grades greater than nine and that it 
would be not part of the mandatory 
sexuality education curriculum. What 
this meant was that, in order for this 
program to be presented to a class, it 
would have to be personally requested 
by the teacher. 


education. 


program, after 


The program, delivered in an 
interactive format, offers students an 


opportunity to really get involved with 
what’s going on in front of them. It 
begins by asking students to define 


are considered 


some of which 
homophobic. A gay or lesbian volunteer 
participates in the discussion, so the 


terms, 


students may hear first-hand the 
experiences they went through as gay 
youth. No longer was homophobia just 
an issue they had heard about, it was a 
problem they were confronted with and 
challenged by. The discussion is 
followed by a visualization exercise 
which involves a straight youth who 
wakes up to find that he is now living in 
a gay world. The main character is 
alienated by his peers because of his 
difference, and shamed for feeling the 
way he does. The story talks about his 
yearning to tell his friends about his 
feelings, and describes him _ being 
harassed by other youth about rumors 
about his sexuality. This exercise 
reverses the roles of society, its intention 
being to assist heterosexual youth in 
feeling the isolation and loneliness that 
gay youth experience. The story deals 
with this matter in a very serious way, 
and is very effective in doing so. The 
amount of support many students want 
to give their queer counterparts, in these 
exercises is overwhelming and is, 
without a doubt, very validating to any 
closeted gay youth present. The 
program closes with CBCA handing out 
evaluation forms, asking the students 
how they felt about the program. It is at 
this point that CBCA finds the biggest 
vocal response from the youth, and truly 
find out how successful the exercise 
really was. 

“In the majority of the surveys that 
we get back, the youth say that they 
would support a peer who came out to 
them, and that they think that the 
information they received through this 


program is very important,” says 
Gardner. 
While programs such as this are 


certainly ground-breaking, the more 
important that their mere 
existence pushes the rest of the system to 


issue 1S 


get more in touch with what's really 
going on out there for queer youth. In 
case you didn’t know, it much. 
While the next step would ideally be to 


isn't 


get this program into younger grades, we 
must applaud CBCA for doing what 
they’ve done and support them in their 
battle. As anyone should know, the cure 
conflict (i.e. 
the 


societal 
education. In 


for any 
homophobia) is 
meantime, it is somewhat reassuring to 
know that the future of tomorrow's queer 
youth will be different than the history 
many of us have experienced, and that 
homophobic ignorance is no longer 


bliss. 
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CALL US NOW: 
HAWAII WAITS FOR YOU 
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GLCSA Wishes to Thank All the Advertisers 
Wno Made the 1999 Unity Pages Possible! 


Unfortunately we’re not perfect, and there’s a 
couple of small mistakes. We would like to 
apologize to these advertisers and ask you to 
perform the following exercise... 


1. Cut along the dotted line. 2. Paste into your Unity Pages. 
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